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policy found in the Franco-Russian Alliance one of their most magnificent opportunities. What the Germans rapidly perceived was that in the Dual Alliance, by the nature of things, German hegemony was in being. By that Alliance the traditional bellicose France was paralysed. With a splendid and almost diabolic ingenuity Germany evolved a scheme for utilizing the Alliance in her own interest. She did all in her power to fan the embers of Anglo-French discord by favouring French colonial expansion. She was aware that the first result would be to pit France against England under every clime and on every sea ; the second that young ambitious Italy would become the deadly foe of France ; and the third, that she herself would ultimately be able to dictate to a divided Europe the direction of European policy. For long years German foresight was confirmed to the letter- The daring plan for keeping down French resiliency was for a time completely successful. France and England came into dangerous collision everywhere. Italy and France glared at each other in Tunis and over the Dauphin^ passes, while the Triple Alliance was being slowly consolidated. Successive German Chancellors 'rubbed their hands in glee, and German hegemony assumed the aspect of a pillar of cloud by day and almost of fire by night.
But the German plan succeeded too admirably. The Greeks, who were practical psychologists, noted that a Nemesis dogs the steps of a man or nation addicted to the unpardonable sin of pride. There came a time, amid the multiple shocks which harassed the nerves of British and French Foreign Ministers, as the lines of British and French Colonial expansion dovetailed throughout the world, when the chances of peace or war between France and England seemed to hang by a thread. Both Powers, after Fashoda, awoke to the idea that they had been playing the German game ; that while they had been irritating one another by constant pin-pricks, Germany had been looming more and more menacingly on the horizon. The scales